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unknown future?
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In our annual calendar, we have two seasons which invite us to plan: the beginning of
the school year in September and the beginning of the calendar year in January. What
are your plans for the coming year — for your schooling, your work, your business, your
family?

If | asked you what your desires were for the coming year, many of you would answer
with the following: (1) | want to be happy; (2) | want to be healthy; (3) | want to make
more money; (4) | want to do well in school. Others would say: (1) | want to learn to grow
in prayer; (2) | want to understand the Bible; (3) | want to have meaningful relationships.
But, many of us would not have a plan to see theses desires fulfilled.

Have you noticed how people plan and prepare to climb Mt. Everest? If we are going to a
mountaintop, we need to determine how we will get there. Will we hike, ride an off-road
motorcycle, or fly a helicopter to the top? Then we need to determine which route we
will take and how far we will go each day. And then we need to know who will lead the
group, who will carry the food and water, what kind of climbing gear is needed, what
kind of physical training is needed, etc. You cannot make a significant climb without
planning.

Why do some of us love to plan? Why do some of us loathe planning? What does God
think about planning?

* Remember God has a sovereign plan

*Plan in light of God’s wisdom

* Remember God can use the unexpected for his purposes

* Remember God hates evil planning

* Plan with good counsel from wise people

» Plan with the Spirit

Questions for Reflection:

* How do you plan to acquire God's wisdom for your life?

* How has God used unexpected circumstances (like COVID-19) to accomplish his
purposes in your life?

*What do you believe to be God's priorities for you in this next season?

» How will you allow wise counselors to provide guidance as you plan?

* How will you allow the Holy Spirit guide you in your planning?
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