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Safe Arrival

Thank you all for remembering us in prayer during the transition back to
Japan. The flight was comfortable, and except for the additional 3 hours at
Narita airport to complete a pre-entry PCR test, there were no delays. We
were required to travel from Narita airport to our quarantine location by
specially designated taxi service — a service with isolated driver and
passenger compartments, and vehicles sanitized between passenger parties.

Thankfully, we were able to stay at OMF’s Tokyo-area guest home for our two-
week quarantine. With no/few other OMF members or Christian workers
passing through Tokyo (because of COVID-19), we had the pleasure of using
an apartment, complete with its own laundry facilities, for our own use!

This was very helpful as we were not permitted to go
out for any reason. Our groceries were purchased
online and brought to our door for a small delivery fee.
The first few days of quarantine were spent dealing
with the time change (16 hours ahead of Vancouver),
after which we settled into a daily routine of Bible
reading, prayer, exercise, cleaning, etc.

Every day sometime between 8am and 8pm we had a video call from the
government’s quarantine tracking service. The video call was through a



smartphone application which simultaneously checked our GPS co-ordinates.
The smartphone application also required us to check our temperature and
health condition daily, and at random times through the day to physically press
a button to confirm we were with our phone and were at the same GPS
location.

Matthew

Our son Matthew was accepted for student housing at UBC, and he moved
there at the beginning of this month. Praise God for providing! Thank you for
your prayers. Thankfully, a few childhood friends are also living on campus,
and our home church has a Life Group (Bible study group) meeting there too.

We had a scare this weekend as there was a recent COVID-19 cluster on
campus, and Matthew told us on Friday he wasn’t feeling well — sore throat
and headache. Thankfully he was able to take a PCR test and the result came
back negative.

Visiting Mom

[Maki] The day after the quarantine period ended, | was able to visit my
mother for the first time in almost a year. Under the Tokyo area COVID-19
restrictions (a declared “state of emergency”), visits are usually forbidden in
senior homes and hospitals, but my mother’s senior home allowed me to visit
her on the condition that we had both received two doses of vaccine. At one
point, while we were in Canada, my mother was even in fear for her life, so it
was such a relief to see her healthy face.

Thank you for your prayers. My mother will be
celebrating her 90th birthday on the 28th of
September! | cannot go to Tokyo now because
of the state of emergency, but | hope to
celebrate her birthday with her when it is lifted.

Training in Sapporo

[James] On August 25" we transitioned to Sapporo for me to attend OMF’s
Japanese Language & Culture Centre (JLCC). I'm enrolled in a 3-month



refresher course, which all OMF missionaries in Japan are required to take
when they return from a time in their home countries. I've never attended
JLCC before, so most of the coursework is new for me! A daily component is
reading a 1- or 2-page text in Japanese and learning the new kanji (Chinese
characters) or vocabulary therein. It can be very time-consuming to look-up
new words in the dictionary when | can’t even read them! Often, | locate the
word by counting the number of pen strokes in the kanji character, and then
consulting a listing of the most common 2,136 kanji characters arranged by
number of pen strokes. In addition to daily reading comprehension exercises,
there are components on Japanese church vocabulary (e.g. confession,
communion, doxology, etc.) and reviews of The Lord’s Prayer and The
Apostles Creed. In North America most protestant churches no longer use
these on a weekly basis, but here many churches responsively read one, or
both, regularly.

James in class with his teacher, Mr. Takahashi

Prayer Request

We’'ll be leaving Sapporo and moving to Aomori, our place of ministry, in the
last week of November. A big challenge will be housing — Please be praying
for us to secure appropriate housing in Aomori. The ideal we’re looking for is:
o For alandlord willing to rent to foreigners and have their property used
for religious gatherings
« Close to a main road, so that people can easily come for Bible studies,
etc.
o Close to one of the universities, to enable student ministries
o Large enough to host Bible studies and meetings, and for one or two
summer ministry workers to stay for a few weeks at a time
o Reasonably priced
o New enough to be well-insulated and earthquake-resistant
4 days ago a new online property listing appeared for a home in Aomori that
was very close to one of the universities and a main road, was large enough to
host ministry activities and short-term workers (total 1,205 sq. ft.), was within
our budget (CAD$875/month), and was coming available in mid-November!
However, our hopes were dashed when the posting was taken down —



perhaps the property was quickly taken by another, or the landlord had a
change in plans. Please pray that God will provide as needed, when needed,
where needed.
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We send updates & prayer requests to those who have an interest in our
missions work.
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