Hidden Treasure Pastor Ray Harms-Wiebe

sermon The Treasure of Knowing Your Father Matthew 11:20-30

September 24 & 25, 2022

As | walk around the stage, and look into the boxes, | find all kinds of hidden treasures. Jesus
has something for us today. Jesus invites us to come to Him. Matthew 11:28 Come to me, all
who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Come. One of His favorite words.
He doesn’t say come to religion, to church, or to spirituality. He invites us to come to Him, to
trust Him personally, to walk with Him.

And, the invitation is to all of us. Who are we? We are those “who labor.” We're the weary, the
working, and the tired. We're the “harassed and helpless.” We're the ones who cannot get up
by ourselves. We are the mentally and emotionally distressed.

We're weary because of an unfair boss, an uncaring spouse, an overbearing parent, or
maybe a rebellious child. Our family and work relationships tire us. We're weary because of
the injustice, pain, and sorrow of our world. We sometimes struggle to continue.

You probably have a question today, “How will | ever get out from under the oppressive
burden of the yoke | am forced to carry every day? Will | ever be able to rest?”

» Acknowledge that you overburden yourself.
* Acknowledge what your yoke is.

» Choose to receive the new yoke Jesus offers.
» Ask Jesus to reveal His Father to you.

« Come to Jesus as a child.

Reflection Questions:
* What is the yoke that you are wearing today? Are you overburdening yourself?
» Do you want to exchange your yoke for the yoke Jesus offers?

* What do you need to do today to put on Jesus' yoke?
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