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Please continue to pray for the elders.

Pastor Ray Harms-WiebeFoundation – From the Ground Up
How Should I Think About Myself (and Others)? 1 Corinthians 3:18-4:5

We live in a world where we are taught to think a lot about ourselves (our thoughts, 
feelings, aspirations). Satisfy your desires, they say. You have the right to “do you.” At 
the same time, psychologists tell us that the more we think about ourselves, the more 
unhappy we will be.

Pastor-theologian Tim Keller famously tweeted, "Humility is not thinking less of yourself, 
it is thinking of yourself less". Missionary statesman Dixon Edward Hoste said, “Live to be 
forgotten, so Christ can be remembered.” Should we think about ourselves less?

In our text today, Paul returns to his conversation about the radical difference between 
human wisdom and the wisdom of God (found in 1:18-2:16), and he addresses two very 
important questions: (1) how should we think about ourselves? (2) how should we think 
about others?

1. Don’t Deceive Yourself (3:18-23)
a. Do NOT Follow the “Spirit of the Times” (because you’ll be a fool before God)!
b. Do NOT Seek Worldly Affirmation (because everything already belongs to you).

2. Think of Others as God’s Servants (4:1-5).
a. Honour Them as Stewards of God’s Mysteries
b. Do NOT judge others.

Questions for Reflection:
1.	 Who do you look to for affirmation? Do you need to make a change?
2.	 Who do you influence? Do you need to change the example you provide?
3.	 If you are a disciple of Jesus, you are called to steward the mysteries of God. In what 

sphere or network of relationships are you called to do this?


